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THE KEY December 2011

Advent Call s us to Wa|tc

Our season of Advent will provide us with many opportunities to s
God working in our lives.

OnDecember 4 we will worship together with other UCC congrega
tions at Faith UCC.

OnDecember 1] our seminarian, Jeremias Johnson will deliver th
sermon for the day.

OnDecember 18everyone is invited to go Christmas Caroling at the
Long Home. We will meet at the church at 6:00 pm and then hav
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cookies and hot chocolate afterwards. Invite your friends and farmily tom=——————

join us!

Christmas Eve and Christmas Day
will Highlight Joint Worship with Haitians

On Christmas Eveat 7:00pm, the Haitian church, will join St.

Peterds in celebrating the pirt

present a fifteen minute organ prelude before the service.
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The youth will sing the French cariblest né le divin enfanac-
companied by hand chime&ing We All Noeby Ruth Elaine
Schram wi | | be sung by St. F
read in English and in French. The young children will presen
a lullaby to baby Jesus.

On Christmas Day, Pastor Daniel Pierre and Pastor Bonnie
Hollinger will tell the Christmas story in an informal service in
Kunkel Hall at 10:45. A light breakfast will be served. Come
celebrate the birth of our Savior

Sunday Forums Start at 9:15a.m. Begin Your Sundays

Studying the Scriptures and Growing your Faith!
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Glad Tidings from Pastor Bonnie

| can hardly keep my excitement from bubbling
over! Many of you already know that | had the great joy
of spending Thanksgiving with my brother and sister.
Even though my sister Teresa and my brother Ricky
could not join us, it was a dream come true for me. It
was the first time in my life that we spent Thanksgiving
toget her . ltds a miraclje r
years, we are together again!

One of the best parts was having them worship
1 with us on Thanksgiving Eve. | could share my great
l ove for ministry and Stf.
'~ able to see Daryl and | together in ministry. Unless you
have had so many years apart from your family, perhaps
this does not seem all that great.

For me, it was an opportunity to not only
discover things about myself and them that | never knew, but to begin a lasting new relationship. Delores,
my oldest sister, was able to tell me how | looked as a child, how she cried when | was taken away to fost
care, and how glad she was when she was told she had a baby sister. (I love the way she still callsime ba
sister now!) My brother David and | spent some tough moments recalling very difficult experiences at one
particular foster home and trying to find out the meaning of it. We had to settle that some folks are just
plain mean and we have to move on as we were unable to discern why folks abused us so badly. We
hugged each other over and over as we cried for the joy of being together again.

We made discoveries of the many ways in which we are alike. We all love to dance, we love
spearmint breath mints, have similar mannerisms with our hands and love many of the same books |and
movi es. My sister and | are people who dAgive i
others!

My sister, Delores, my brother David

and me!

There are just not words enough to describe what this Thanksgiving meant to me. So many folks at
the Thanksgiving Eve service welcomed my family and celebrated the reunion with us. It reminds me of
the time | realized that | was Gododés daughteryp.

Having been a foster child all my life, | will never forget that day in my early twenties when |
realized that | belonged to God. God had a plan for my life and loved me unconditionally. There was no

Afoshetdd in this relationship. I was and sitil

Reconnecting with my | ong |l ost family is gro
identity that had es c adpnetdecanse | dmogood gré&imdrorsbad orhbrtl 6 s b
working or silly or fun or foolish. I am | oyved
them.

This Advent season it is my prayer that everyone can know this unconditional love. Yes, itis
wonder f ul if we have a family of origin that| |l o
t hat Godédés | ove is ever present and al ways hlas

you and even though we might fail at it from time to time, we want to love you unconditionally. Comg see
what God can do in our church familfRejoicing in the family of God, Pastor Bonnie
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Christmas Poinsettia Sale Order Form

Order deadline is Wednesday, December 14, 2011
Your name:

Phone number:

Please display my poinsettia(s) in church Christmas EMERNORY or in
HONOR of (please circle one) the following people:

Cost is$7.00for a large pot 0$4.00 fora small pot. Please write how many you would like:

Red White

Pink Large or Small
Total enclosed: $

Please make checks payabléit& t . P e t amnd place the@ @ith completed order forms in the
offering plate or mail them to the church officebgcember 14.
Proceeds will benefit St. Peterds Outreach Flund.

Christmas Day service.

Scripture Readings for December

Dec.4 2l|sa 40:111; Ps 852, 813; 2 Pet 3:8.5a; Mark 1:48

Dec.11 21sa 61:34,811; Ps 126 or Luke 1:4686; 1 Thess 5:1324; John
1:68,1928

Dec.18 22 Sam 7:411,16; Luke 1:4B5 or Ps 89:44,1926; Rom 16:287;
Luke 1:2638

Dec.25 21sa 52:710; Ps 98; Heb 1:4 (512); John 1:114

May you find the joy and peace of Christmas as you
worship the Christ child this Season! from Pastor Bonnie &aryl

Contributors to this monthodés newsl etter areg Fl
: kel, Linda Hess, and Shirley Henderson. 3



